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HIS Head of mine, which 
for the three laft Meetings ran 
wholly upon Politicks and 
A&s of long Parliaments, is 
full of nothing at prefent, but Churches and 
Convemticles. 

Earneft. Prithee, my merry Lad, What 
Crorchets are in your Crown now ? 

Ff. Why then Mr. Earne/?, to deal frankly 
with you, 1 have one {ingle hard Word in my 
Noddie, which they tell me will reconcile all 
the Religions of Amfterdam, and Great Britain 
into the Bargain, 

Earneft. Oa! NowSir, I fmell what you 
would be at. Ill warrane you are puzzling 
your Brains about a Comprebenjfivn. 

Feft. The very felf fame individual Thing, 
It looks to me like the old chavs; ’tis 


Ff. 


rudis Indigefiaq; Moles, 
—— congeltaq; eddem 
Non bene juntiarwm Difcordia femimarerum. 





I came juft now from a Grave Society of Com- 

rebending Gentlemen, who told me what Won- 
ders, what furprizing Changes it would pro- 
duce. Yes, Gentlemen fays I, as great and 





furprizing Changes as any in Ovid's Metamer- 
phofis. \t will wansform the Church into a 
Barn, or a Dancing-School ; the Bells into Por- 
ridge-Pots, our Altars into Tables and Foint- 
Stools, and che Rails into a Bonfire. Nay, it 
will curn, I vauft tell ye, the Parjons Malt into 
a Lay-Elders Copper, and his Horfes, if he has 
any, into Mr. Holderforths Stable. 

Earneft. Well, Mr. Fe, I think you and | 
need not trouble our Heads much about the 
SuccefS of any Attempt of thiskind ; for if you 
will not be too clofe upon me with your Fefs, 
] will maintain, that this Project of a Compre - 
henfion is an Impratitcable Scheme. 

Fe. And it you will not be too clofe upon 
me with your Gravities, | willafterwards main- 
tain, That ’tis a very Ridiculous one. 

Earneft. Agreed Mr. ‘fef# ; but to proceed 
resularly, you muft take a RefteGtion or two 
with you before hand. I obferve then, 
That ’tis at leaft an equal Difficulty, to di- 
ftinguifh aright upon the Affairsof Religi:n, as 
is upon Thofe of State, and to diftern per- 
fectly how far our Prudence may warrant our 
Charity, and how far our Charity may confit 
with our Prudence. “Tis an Impeachment ot 
our Wifdom, on the one Hand, not to fecure 
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Ourfelves, ahd ’tis a Breach of Humanity on 
the other, not to have a Tender Regard to 
others. In all Occurrences and Concern- 
ments of Human Life, where Thefe Duties 
feem to interfere and clath with each other, the 
Grand Fundamental Law of Nature prefcribes 
in our favour, and the receiv'’d Maxim is, That 
awe are not cblig’d to injure ourfelves to do a@ 
Kindn:fs to others. 

Feft. You are very much in the Right on’t ; 
Charity begins at Home; but ptay how do you 
apply your Reflections? 

Earneft. Why thus Sir ; T would not fo far 
derogate from the Honour, Integrity, of Under- 
franding of the Governours of the Church, as 
to fuppofe them toact upon any other Principle 
than the Security of its Conftitution, and then I 
think,we need not be apprehenfive of any ill 
Confequences upon the Decifion of this impor- 
tant Affair. 

eft. *Tis very well remark'd; but you 

would pleafe me much better, if you would 

proceed to prove a Comprehenficn to be an Im- 
atticable Scheme. 

Earneft. 1 think that may be made out, 
even to Demonftration, Without any Preface or 
Ceremony therefore, 1 come to the Point in 
hand. When Laflert this Scheme of a Compre- 
benficn to be Impratticable, my meaning is This, 
That ’tis impoilible to be accomplifh’d with the 
General Confent of One, much lefs of Al 
Parties, without fome Wrenches upon Principle, 
and fome Strems upon Conjczence. 

I Jay. it down as an inconteftable Truth, 
that a General Comprebenfion can be effected no 
other way than this, That either the Church 
muft go into the Conventicle, or the Conventicle 
mujt come into the Church, Let the Gentlemen 
of Comprehenfive Principles take which Side of 
the Argument they pleafe, and let us fairly ex- 
amine the Force of it. 

And here I will fuppofe for Arguments fake, 
(Diy talem avertite peftem) that the Church mutt 
be oblig’d to go into the Ccmventicle, that Church- 
min Mutt change their Principles, and turn Di/- 
fenters, (fay wecan have no Comprehinfion upon 
this Foundation. For fippofeé in the firit Place, 
we Unite in Worthip only with.one Seé# of 
them, in this Cafe ‘tis plain we feparate from 
the Ref. Now all Separation implies a Difa- 
greement, and where a Difagreement is, there 
can be no Cemprebenfion, which in the very 
Notion of it, and as generally underftood at 
prefent, imports an entire Union of Many, if 
not of All Parties in the fame Principles and 
Methods of Worhip. 


Jef. On with your Legick, Old Serious, 

~Barneft. Again then: lt we joyn in Commu- 
mion With every Branch of the Diffenters in all 
their Sperine Congregations. Why truly this is 
Peaceable indeed, wondrous Modera'e, Kind 
and Catholsck enough. *Tisten thoufand to one, 
you'll fay, but we are fomewhere at leatt in the 
Right. And yet we may with more Aflurance 
reply, that tis twice ten thoufand to one, but 
we are fimewhere in the wrong. "This is im- 
poffible to be done withour being guilty of 
Schifm, nay of many Schifms ; becaule in fo 
many dillerent and oppofite Cummunions, there 
can be but One, and One only True Way of 
Worfhip. Lafily, if we mutt comprebend with 
them as One Bidy, before we can unite with 
them as /uch, We hope they will be fo obliging 
as to let us fee them /o United among them- 
felves; and when that’s done, we may pro- 
m fe them to joyn Forces, and to finifh the 
Glorious Work of a Compr: henfion. 

The pretended Difference which fome W%/e 
Men among us {o ofien :epeat, and fo loudly 
infift upon, about a few ind:tlerent Ceremonies 
only, isa meer Popular Delufion. °Tis an Im- 
polture of the firft Magnitude, and betrays an 
equal want of Senfe and Religion. Such Half 
fac'd and Halfwitted Ciurchmen are fcanda- 
loufly Ignorant of the Grounds of the prefent 
Separaiwn. The Do&rines of Uncovenanted 
Marcy, the Irrefiftibility of Divine Grace, the 
Extraordinary Infpirations they pretend to, and 
the Rigcursota Diffeming Predcftination, are too 
hard for the Difgeition of any Orthodox Church of 
England Man. 

‘Teft. Ay, Ay, I believe no Body can di 
thofe Doctrines but the Fire Bane in 0m 
fereet.. But pray go on Sir. 

Earneft, ‘Theiw Indeliberate Harangues, and 
Extempore Eftufions of Prayer, are wholly in- 
compatible with a flated and well compofed 
Liturgy. There's no reconciling the Superio- 
rity of the Epifcepal Order with the Presbyterian 
Equality. In thort, the Regular and Orderly 
Adminiftrations of the One, jumbled with the 
Indecent Services of the Orber, are a Contra- 
diction in Terms. Such a wild inconfiltent 
Mifcellany as this, carnot {0 properly be called 
a Church, as a meer Bedlam ot Religions, an 
Over-good-natur’d Hotch-Potch of Order and 
Confufton. 

fet. [think ’tis pretty plain that ’tis In- 
pratticable to effect a Comprebenfion this way ; 
but then Mr. Eara:ft, let us change the Scene, 
and in the next Place fiippofe, that the Diffen: 
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ters will go of from their Principles, and come 
inté the Church. 

Earmft. Why this indeed is the only Me- 
‘thod, whereby firch a general Coalition can be 
comple:ted. A joyful Union this! O harmo- 
ny Divne! O lively Figure of the Heavezly 
Communion, the. Primitive Worfhip of God in 
the Beauty of Holine(s! But when ’tis confider’d, 
how fruiclefs all Efforts of this Nature have 
been fince the Reformasion, this noble Profpect 
difappears, 

Feft. A fhort Account of that Affair would 
be very Agreeable. 

Earneft. The Hiffory of the Fatt I find to 
ftand thus. ——— In King Charles the ll. Reign, 
there were two Eflays made towards a Compre- 
benfion.\n the Conferences of the firft( Anno 1661.) 
at the Savoy, which was manag’d on the 
Diffenters fide,by the moft celebrated and learn- 
ed Body of Men they ever had amongft them , 
the Exceptions they made, and ftifly perfifted 
in, were theie; viz. That our Collects were 
too fhort; that the Catechifm was Defective 
in many Points, and what was very furprizing, 
that the Litany, the moft excellent Part of 
Divine Worfhip, that was ‘ever penn’d by the 
Finger of Man, was Faulty in the whole ; and 
laftly, thae the Impofition of all our Ceremonies 
was unlawful; with numberle(3 more particular 
Cavils; And fo after feveral Propofals, Excep- 
tions and Anfwers, the whole Debate was con- 
cluded withourany manner of Agreement. In 
the Year 1668, This Affair was fet on Foot 
a fecond Time, when their Demands were no 
lefs Exorbitant than before; they ftrenuoutly 
infitted upon the Validity of their Ordination ; 
That the whole Liturgy oughtjto be Reform’d 
throughout, and'an <drbstrary Licentioufnefs 
was claim d of performing the Service juft as 
they pleas’d. There has fomething of an 
Attempt or two been made th's way fince the 
Revolution, but all died in Embryo, and came 
to nothing. ; 

Feft. 1 entirely agree with you as to the 
Marter of Fact, with Regard to firmer Pro- 
ceedings; but have you no Reafon to imagine 
that the Diffenters are in a hetter Temper at 
Prefent? Don’t you beheve, that vow there 
{eems to bea more general Difpofition amongit 
them to fuch a Religious Union? 

Earneft. 1 mutt contefs myfelf convinc'd 
both by Fact and Experience, that the Matter 
is Far otherwile; for what Reconciliation, in 
the. Name of God, can we promife Ourfeives, 
when their very Teachers bid us Defiance, and 





appear in drms againit us? What Agreement 
when BRADBURY foams dnd rages, and 
PIERCE bilafphemes the Church? What Com- 
prebenfiin expected, when the Authority of E- 
pifcopat Ordination is openly impugn’d by This 
Dilleater? When our Articles and Homilies 
are expos’d by That? And our whole Worfhes 
and Difciplie is exploded almoft by ./? This, 
and much more is prov’d beyond the Poflibi- 
lity of a denial, ev'n from their own writings, 
in a Book lately printed by the Author of the 
Scourge, entitled the Danger of the Church E- 
ftablifbment from the late Infolence of Proteft an: 
Diffenters. 

eff. You {urprize me very much in the 
Aflurances you have given me, that Genile- 
men pretending {o much to Peace, and Unity, 
and Moderation, fhould behave themfelves in 
fo Unchriftian a manner. 

Earnef. 'Thisis a plain State of the Cafe be- 
tween us at prefént; and | have nothing now 
to do, but to fimfh the whole Argument 
with a Query or two; which upon the prefent 
Occafion, is both reafonable and meceffary. 1f 
the Diflenters are fincerely defirous to come 
into the Church, is it not neceffary they fhould 
exprefly declare themfelves; whether they 
will leave thofe Principles which have hitherto 
divided them from the Church? Or whether 
they will ftill adhere to their old Principles? 
If they will part with their antient Principles, 
are not the Arms of the Church open to re- 
ceive and embrace them ? If they retain their 
old Principles, are they worthy to be admitted 
into Communion with us? To fpeak plainly 
to the Point, To comprehend them upon 
thefe Terms amounts to no more than this; 
that as they now continue in a Schifm from the 
Church, they will by this means be enabl’d to 
bring a Schifm sso the Church. It was very 
proper Advice, (and pertinent to our prefent 
purpofe) what the Bilhop of Wincheffer gave 
King Charles the Il. when he reminded him of 
thar wife Refolution of his Royal Grandfather, 
Henry the WV. ot France, viz. That he was ready 
at any time to make Peace with any of the Lea- 
guirs, but he would never make any Peace with 
ibe League it/elf. 

5 ff. 1 can aflure you, Sir, you have given 
me full Satisfaction in what you undertook ; 
] hope a little Merriment, after fo fober a 
Dof:, will go down wih pleafure; Now then 
for my Province; Methinks ’tis itrongly againtt 
my Inclinations, that we fhould draw in the 
fame J:am with thefe Sort of Cattle, 
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Earn<ft. Why fo Mr, ‘Fef. . 

fet. Becaufe, 1 am pretty well fatisfied 
they will make us the Body-Horfe. 

Earne(t. Prithee not fo much upon the Joke , 
can’t you treat of fo folemn a Subject without 
running into fuch Lengths? cae 

Jef. Let the Subject be as folemn as it will, 
I am fure that, Rebss fic ftantibus, the Attempt 
will appear Ridiculous, 

Earneft. 1 think it Savours fomewhat of in- 
tellectual Pride for yon to cenfure and difap- 
prove, what fo many wife and learned Men 
have more than once been concern’d in. 

Feft. And yet let me tell you, Sir, that if 
thcfe learned and wife Men were to thake ‘Oy/ 
and Vinegar together cill their Arms ak’d, they 
would never Incorporate. Pray give me leave 
to ask you one Queltion? Suppofe now, that 
my MWorfhip had a large handfome Park well 
ftock’d with Deer, which do you imagine would 
be the beft way to fecure ‘em? To open the 
Fences and let in the Deer-Stealers? No by 
no means. Keep up your Inclofares, and have 
your Keepers upon a conftant Guard, and 
your Deer are fafe. 

Earneft. 1 thould think you as mad as you 
are merry, if you did not. 

Fef. \f you are not too much in a ferions 
Mood [ll tell you a Story. 1 lavely met with 
old e4/op, and popp’d upon the following Fa- 
ble. ** A Snake in a cold Winter was prevail’d 
“ upon to take a Hedge-bog into his Cell, but 
his Prickles being ctroublefome, the Snake 
bids him provide for himfelf; no, fays the 
Hedge-bog, 1 am very well content where I 
am, and if you are not fo too, | fhall ob- 
lige you to remove. Now, Sir, I thall tell 
you what an odd So:t of Obfervation I have 
made trom this Fable. 

Earnet You ll oblige me highly in the Dif- 
co‘ery. 

Jet. Why then Mr. Earneff, ‘tis this ; that 
if this Swake had not taken that Hedge hug in, 
that Hegde-dog had never oljer’d to cura this 
Snake cut. 

Earneff. 1 underftand you. But what! Is 
there no Compaflion due to a tender confcienc’d 
Brother, no © oncefcenfions to be made for the 
Uvity and Exercafe ot the Chrittian Church ? 

Fe. Yes no doubt ont, but ‘tisa very un- 
charitable Piece of Complaifance to part with 
our Principles to oblige any Man, and tor the 
fake of Peace, to facrifice the very Truth itfelf. 
‘The Top and Bottom of all is this; thar we 


c 


c 


sé 


muft either comprehend in Part or in the Whole. 
If we comprehend in Part only, that Compre- 
henfion, ’tis:plain, will want another Compree 
henfion; and fo we fhall lay under a Necef- 
fity of comprehending one another, till what 
by the Conce(fions and Demands of all Parties, 
we have comprehended every thing but Rels- 
gion and good Order. 

Earneft. But {uppofe, we comprehend with 
them in the whole? 

‘Fe. The very thoughts on’c Mr. Earnef, 
exhibit to me a very Primitive Notion of Bealts 
clean and unclean entring into the fame rk, 
Nothing can be a more lively Reprefcntation 
of fuch a Church, than Nebuchadvezzar's l- 
mage; his Head was of fine Gold, his Breaft 
and his Arms of Silver, his Belly and Thighs 
of Bra/s, his Legs Part of Iron, and Part of 
Clay. It ftood upon.a weak Foundation, and 
there was no Beauty or Strength in the whole, 
becaufe there was no Union, and Contcxture in 
the Parts. 

Earneft. 1am entirely in your Opinion; but 
now Mr, Jef, I believe it may not be improper 
for ws to adjourn, 

Fe. One Word ar parting, and we have 
done: If we mujft have a Cumprchenfion, 1 know 
of no Scheme fo well calculated tor this pur- 
pofe, as one of a /ate Invention. 1 am fure ’tis 
Catholick enough, for I will comprehend Roffs 
whole View of Religion’s at once, and 1 am {ure 
*tisa Charitable one, for twill curn a Sinner into 
a Saint, if the Man hasbuta little well meaning 
about him 

Earneft. Pray be a little more Particular in 
the Defcription of it. 

Feft. Then, Sir, you may depend upon it, 
‘tis an infallible Remedy for all tend:r and bar- 
den'd Confciences _It has firch a Sovereign Qua- 
juvy, that POSITIVELY and ABSOLUTELY 
ic will fanctify athe fm and Infideli'y istelf, and 
with a Mixture of a little SINCERITY, no 
gatrer Whether a Man be a Turkora Few, it 
will give hinas good a Title co Salvation, as 
the beit Chriftian in the World. It opens the 
Church- Doors as far as trom St. /aul's to Ge- 
n:va, and trom thence to the remotelt Parts 
of the Grand Turks Dominions; and to make 
way for the whole Poje of Diffemers, down ic 
fwallows at once all cts of Umformity and E- 
ftablifhment, as naturally as a Wellman does 
Leeks, or a Pike poaches a Gudgeon. 

Earneft, 1 think Mr. ‘fef you have diverted 
yourfelf fuficiently : No more at prefenr, 
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